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2008 APPLICATION GUIDELINES

Thank you for your interest in the Future Fund of Central New York’s grant topic for 2008! The Future Fund is a giving circle that focuses on empowering emerging philanthropists to become involved in philanthropy to make our community a better place to live and work. Each year, the Future Fund members select a focus area for their annual grant-making. This year, the selected topic is Youth Development and Mentoring.
What are we looking for? 
We are requesting grant applications that support programs to develop and promote the success of underprivileged teens and pre-teens.  Projects that provide the opportunity to develop or implement a mentoring program, provide positive activities to foster achievements, and demonstrate healthy relationships between youth and adults are requested
Who is eligible? 

Tax-exempt, not-for-profit organizations [501(c)(3)] serving Onondaga or Madison counties are encouraged to apply. One grant of up to $5,000 will be awarded in late May 2008.
What is the deadline and how do I apply?
Applications must be received at the Central New York Community Foundation’s office by February 28, 2008. Applications received after the deadline date will not be considered. An application may be downloaded from the web site of the Central New York Community Foundation (www.cnycf.org). Questions should be directed to Stephanie Parzych at 315/422-9538 or Stephanie@cnycf.org. Specific information about the application format and content are addressed in the application form itself. 
Please submit the following:
· one copy of your proposal utilizing the four-page Future Fund of CNY Grant Application Form
· one copy of your IRS Letter of Determination showing your tax-exempt 501(c)(3) status 
· one copy of a list of your Board of Directors
Finalists will be asked to participate in a panel discussion or site visit to explain their organization and their proposal to Future Fund members. This is an opportunity for organizations to connect with emerging philanthropists and for our members to learn more about community needs. In addition, the Future Fund would like an interim and final report from the grantee that will illustrate the outcomes of the grant.
What if my organization is not a recognized 501(c)(3) tax-exempt not-for-profit but our work is charitable in nature?

If the IRS does not currently recognize your organization as a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt not-for-profit, you may identify a 501(c)(3) sponsor to act as your organization’s fiscal agent. The fiscal agent must be recognized as a publicly supported, charitable organization under section 501(c)(3) of the IRS Code. One copy of the sponsoring organization’s IRS Letter of Determination showing 501(c)(3) status must be included with your proposal, along with one copy of the sponsor’s most recent annual financial statements (audited if available). The sponsoring organization’s chief executive officer must co-sign the grant application cover sheet. If a grant is approved, payment will be made to you through your fiscal agent.

Publicity and Media Coverage

The Future Fund will issue a press release about grants immediately after the awards are announced. Agencies are also asked to provide their own publicity after receiving a grant. The Future Fund appreciates photographs of funded projects to use in its publications. 
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